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AGRICULTURE AND RELATED RESOURCES PROTECTION AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr A.D. McRae (Parliamentary Secretary), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the parliamentary secretary. 

Second Reading 
MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Parliamentary Secretary) [11.06 am]:  I move - 

 That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Agriculture and Related Resources Protection Act 1976 provides for the imposition of an annual rate on all 
lands held under pastoral lease.  The rates are determined by the Agriculture Protection Board, with the approval 
of the minister.  Funds raised via any rate imposed are applied to the cost of controlling declared plants and 
animals on, and in relation to, pastoral leasehold lands.  General rates are set under section 60 of the act with 
different rates able to be set in relation to pastoral land within the Kimberley and land that is not within the 
Kimberley.  Under section 65, rates imposed under section 60 are matched dollar for dollar from the 
consolidated fund.  The act provides for the division of the state into zones and, under section 61, further “zonal” 
rates may be imposed in relation to particular zones.  Any zonal rates imposed under section 61 are not matched 
by government funds. 

Zone control authorities are statutory bodies established under the act to advise the APB on local control issues 
and priorities and these authorities oversee service delivery by the board’s official contractor, the Western 
Australian Department of Agriculture.  Each year, the APB consults with the five pastoral zone control 
authorities to establish the revenue requirements of the various zones.  These requirements vary markedly 
between different zones and according to the nature and desired extent of on-ground control work necessary. 

The pastoral industry has requested more flexibility in the prevailing rating arrangements.  The historical 
situation in which only the general rate contributions of pastoralists attract matching dollar-for-dollar 
contributions from the consolidated fund has been problematic for some time.  As things stand, the general rate 
provisions restrict revenue raised from pastoral leases within the Kimberley zone to exactly one-third of the total 
raised from all pastoral leases.  This means the “matched” rate requirements within the Pilbara, Meekatharra, 
Carnarvon and Kalgoorlie zones are all unduly influenced by what is happening in the Kimberley.  These 
amendments will remove this unnecessary restriction, allowing each pastoral zone to have a rate that reflects its 
own requirements whilst still retaining matching funding from the state government. 

Under the new arrangements, the zone control authorities will continue to recommend required rates to the APB 
and, as is the case now, the APB will set the rates subject to the approval of the Minister for Agriculture.  Hence, 
there will remain a mechanism to ensure the required draw on the consolidated fund is kept within manageable 
levels. 

The amending bill will not remove the existing option for zone control authorities to request an additional, 
unmatched rate should this be required to top up overall revenue targets.  These revised rating provisions have 
been specifically requested by the pastoral industry and have widespread support around the state. 

Under the current act, the rating provisions apply to the financial year commencing 1 July 1976 and to each 
financial year thereafter.  The new provisions are expressed to apply from 1 July 2006.  I commend the bill to the 
house.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Dr G.G. Jacobs. 
 


